Understanding Christianity – Big frieze explanation 
Please talk to your class about the Big frieze each time you start a new topic for U.C. Where does that topic fit in the timeline of events in the Bible?
	Title of Frieze section & picture
	meaning
	Stories/people connected to that section

	Creation
[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\EDCF5932.tmp]
	Christians believe the universe and human life are God’s good creation. Humans are made in the image of God.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The world was created by God in 7 time periods.

	Fall
[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\B8797AAD.tmp]
	Humans have a tendency to go their own way rather than keep their place in relation to their creator.  This attitude is called sin, and Genesis 3 gives an account of this rebellion, popularly called ‘the Fall’. This describes a catastrophic separation between God and humans, between humans and each other, and between humans and the environment. This idea that humans are ‘fallen’ and in need of rescue (or salvation) sets out the root cause of many problems for humanity.
	Adam & Eve
Cain & Abel

	[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\F1E06449.tmp]People of God

	The Old Testament tells the story of God’s plan to reverse the impact of the Fall, to save humanity. It involves choosing a people who will model a restored relationship with God, who will attract all other people back to God. The Bible narrative includes the ups and downs of this plan, including the message of the prophets who tried to persuade people to stick with God. The plan appears to end in failure with the people of God exiled, and then returning, awaiting a ‘messiah’ – a rescuer.
	Noah’s ark
Jonah & the whale



	Incarnation
[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\38B279A5.tmp]
	The New Testament presents Jesus as the answer: the Messiah and Saviour, who will repair the effects of sin and the Fall and offer a way for humans to be at one with God again. Incarnation means that Jesus is God in the flesh, and that, in Jesus, God came to live amongst humans.
	Elizabeth
John the Baptist
Mary & Joseph
King Herod
Angels
Shepherds
Kings
Flee to Egypt

	Gospel
[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\3B7296C1.tmp]
	Christians believe Jesus’ incarnation is ‘good news’ for all people. (‘Gospel’ means ‘good news’.)  His life, teaching and ministry embody what it is like to be one of the People of God, what it means to live in relationship with God? Jesus’ example and teaching emphasise loving one’s neighbour – particularly the weak and vulnerable – as part of loving God.
	Jesus starts his work
Disciples – Jesus asks 12 men to join him
Miracles of Jesus



	Salvation
[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\E72900FA.tmp]
	Jesus’ death and resurrection effect the rescue or salvation of humans. He opens the way back to God. Christians believe that through Jesus, sin is dealt with, forgiveness offered, and the relationship between God and humans is restored.
	Easter story
Pontius Pilate
Garden of Gethsemane
Peter denies Jesus 3 times
Temple curtain torn in 2
Darkness over the land
Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb
Jesus resurrection


	Kingdom of God
[image: C:\Users\svoyle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\2FD0DFAF.tmp]
	This does not mean that no one sins anymore!  The Bible talks in terms of God’s ‘Kingdom’ having begun in human hearts through Jesus. The idea of the ‘Kingdom of God’ reflects God’s ideal for human life in the world – a vision of life lived in the way God intended for human beings.  Christians look forward to a time when God’s rule is fulfilled at some future point, in a restored, transformed heaven and earth. Meanwhile, they seek to live this attractive life as in God’s Kingdom, following Jesus’ example, inspired and empowered by God’s Spirit.
	Stories from New testament
Growth of the church through the disciples.
Saul to Paul
Barnabus
Revelation – the visions of John about the end of the world and Heaven
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